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.. By JOSEPH YOUNG political activities against thoir|all day ¢ff or some time clf on| - or an unlavoranie de-)
oo Star Stk Writer will. Ithe Tuesday preceding Christ-|Gidion  rerion. i
. Prospects have dimmed for oA _|mes this yesr, And 43 percent of e re 1210 1 £hat thex
any action in the new Congress| Lo PROG Central Iti- | o)l companies will give em-igecision given him (ine ef
on a special hipartisan comumis- {IG Accnicy embleyes areinloyes some {ime off ¢n thel ﬂxove)”bbf ihe comrmiscion {irst-|

sion’s proposals for revisions of protesting the ageney’s policy of | Tuesday preceding New's Yearilovel offics will be placed el

the Haich Act governing politi- s :
cal activitics of federal em-
ployes. _
7 The main reason that sup-
porters of the veforms are pos-
simistic about any action being
taken ds the defeat for re-clec-
tion of the propesal’s most ar-
dent advocates in  Congress,
Sen. Daniel Brewster, D-Md
The defeat of Viee President
Hubert Humphrey also was a
blow to the preposals’ chances,
since he had indicated his sup-
port if clected president.
Consequently, therce appears
1o one in Congress to carry the
ball for the recommendations
and it is uncertain what the Nix-
on administration’s attitude will
be. :
* The commission, composed of
moembers of Congress and wp
public citizens, has nreposed
.greater freedom of political par-
ticipation by federal employes

who desire to pariicipate, partic-

ularly in local and state clec-
tions. It also proposed giving the
Civil Service Comimission great-

“er authority in cracking down on

government political executives
who coerce civil service em-
ployes info making campaign

requiring all employes to retive
ot age 60 ¥ they have 20 or
more years of service. '

Although  Congress several
years ago gave the agency-suc
authority in cases where it folt
this was necessary, the eri-
ployes say that it was not the
intent of Congress that all em-
ployas be treated this way.

Many of the employes say
they are still in the prime of
their caveers and it is unfair fo
force thom ‘to retire, particu-
larly when they have beavy fi-
nancial obligations resulling
from having children in college,
ete. . S
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BARLIER RETIREMENT —
Meenwhile, the Civil Service
Comimission is studying the pos-
sibility of asking Congress to re-
quire the mandatory retivement
of government employes af age
g5 if they have 15 or more years
of service. At present the man-
datory retirement age is 70 with
13 years of service, v
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NO EXTRA HOLIDAY TIME
— The Bureau of Naticnal 4f-
fairs has made a survey that
shows &) percont of American

‘contributions and engaging .in

1
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firms_ave giving their employes
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However, government
ployes will have to work 21l day
Tucsday preceding the Christ
mas and New Year's holldays.
rost agencies are adopling a
liherzl policy whereby employes
who can be sparad can use their
annual leave before and affer
the holidays for vacalion pui-
DO3CS. ) .
Incidentally, federal ervloyes
who carvied 8 o rmore days of
annual leave into 1968 must uze
all of the annual leave they
carned this year by midnight
Jan. 31, 1969, or clse‘lose the
unused portion, Those who ha
less than 0 days annual leave at
the start of the year can accu-
mulate only up to 30 days and
ust use the rest of the leave,
earned during the year by mid:!
night ajn. 11, 1959, or lose the!
unused portion. . ;
Tor postal workers the end of
the leave year is midnight Jan.
10, 1569, .
There is no problem concern~
ing unused sick leave. Sick leave
may be accumulated from year:
to year without any resirvictions.,
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The Socicty for
Personnel  Adrinistration will

“Ihold its holiday party from 5:30
1to §:3¢ p.m. Wednesday, Dec, 11
‘|at the National Press Club.
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POLITICAL PATRONAGE ~—

Rep. John Byrnes, R-Wis., says

he will sponsor legislation early
in the new Congress to remove,

and rural carriers from partisan,
politics. )

Byrenes sald he is hopelul the
iNixon administration will sup-
port his move to place these jobs
under strict civil service com-
petitive procedures.”
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